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    Special points of interest: 

 Planning is underway for the annual Banquet which is scheduled for Monday, 

January 23rd, 2012. Highlighting this years’ event is an entertaining message by 
Rocky Erickson, Sports Broadcaster for the Northern Broadcasting System. 
Rocky will share memorable stories of athletes in Montana 
that he has followed or covered in his work. To follow the 
same theme the Chamber encourages our members to 
decorate a Terrific Table for your favorite team. We look 
forward to having high school, college, and professional 
teams represented! 

    Chamber award recipients are now being decided and will 
be honored on this night. A ballot is included in this newslet-
ter so that everyone can still nominate a deserving member. 
The Officers and Board are excited to celebrate the past 
year’s accomplishments and talk about an exciting 2012. 

¶ December  1                                           

Open House - Party Central, 

Candy Bouquet 

¶ December 2-3                     

Eagle Invitational        

Wrestling                                    
 

¶ December 2-3                    

St. Matthewsôs Craft      

Bazaar 

¶ December 3                   

Childrenôs Christmas 

Shopping (SHS)  

¶ December 4                

Christmas at                    

the Confluence            

 

¶ December 6                   

Business After Hoursð

F.C.C.                    

                
¶ December 7  -Parent Cafe                                      

 

¶ December 8                     

Stockman Bank            

Open House                              

 

¶ December 9                         

Michael Baron-Free Semi-

nar: Estate & Transition 

Planning Issues               
 

¶ December 10                  

Fairview-Silver Bells 

          
¶ December 11                        

MonDak ïChristmas   

Celebration                        

 

¶ December 12                    

NO SHOOL              

¶ December 16                  

Wells Fargo Open House       

                                                          

¶ December 23                 

Winter Break Begins ïNo 

School until Jan. 2, 2012  

 

¶ December 25              

Merry Christmas!               

¶ December 26               

Chamber Closed 

¶ December 31               

Happy New Year!!!           
  

Chamberõs Annual Banquet On Track! 

                       Seasons Greetings! 
     Looking back on 2011, our flourishing economy 
continues to be the topic of conversation.  Robust 
agriculture and oil activity have forwarded our com-
munity many opportunities which look to continue 
for the foreseeable future.  Our Chamber of Com-
merce has had an outstanding year with increased 
membership and successful chamber spe-
cial events. Most notably the annual Town and 
Country celebration combined with the pride-filled 
Sidney Centennial.  As we look forward to 2012, we 
see many benefits to chamber members as we envi-
sion the opportunity to host additional events and 
see our community continue to flourish! 

Finally, thank you membership for all you do 
in continuing to support our Sidney Chamber of 

Commerce and Agriculture. 

David Seitz, Chamber President 
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Sidney Chamber 2011 Board of Directors 
Past President: Marci Albin  The Lucky Buckle 

 

President: David Seitz  Seitz Insurance 

 

1st V.P.  Cami Skinner  Wells Fargo 

 

2nd V.P.  Dan Peters  Sidney High School 

 

Treasurer: Lorilee Norby  Mitchellôs Oilfield Service 

 

Rowdy Cvancara   1st Bank    Greg Miller   Millersô Corner 
 

Idelle Badt  R.S.V.P.    Nick Lonski   Edward Jones Investments  
 

Lisa Aisenbrey  Sidney Health Center  David Garland  Sidney Sugars 

 

Jay Frank  Sidney Country Club 

 

Staff:    Wade J. VanEvery, Executive Director  Iwona Patnaude, Administrative Assistant 

2011 Chamber Committee Chairs 
Agriculture:   Ben Larson 
Leadership Task Force:  Dana Jonsson 
Membership:   Wade VanEvery 
Sports & Recreation:  Cara Johnson 
Sunrise Ambassadors:  Renee Goss 
Sunrise Festival of Arts:  Deb Sing 
Town & Country Festival:  Marci Albin 
Trade Promotion:   Greg Miller 
    
 . 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

    Cathy Roberson and the staff at JC Penney along 
with the Sunrise Ambassadors held a ribbon cutting to 
commemorate the re-opening of the downstairs area of the 
store. A great deal of time and resources has gone into 
remodeling the basement, and they were ready to open it 
up for business the day before Thanksgiving. Congratula-
tions to this member on their improvements and thank you 

for improving the shopping experience in Sidney. 

NFL Books are ready 
for purchase  

at the Chamber  
as well as from 

selected Sports & Rec 
members . 

    The Sports & Rec Committee and Sidney 
Public Schools will again be hosting the 
combined Eastern 2 C Basketball Tourna-
ment in February. Proceeds from the NFL 
Books help fund the costs incurred to hold 
this tournament in Sidney. 

The Chamber is vigorously promoting local shopping 
this Holiday Season with the òSidneyõs Got It!ó televi-
sion ads, Big Bucks Loan program, Christmas Cash 
give -away, Chamber Bucks usage, and continuous 
mention of our local members in media opportuni-
ties.  Please consider  chamber bucks for your busi-
ness gifts and bonuses.  

JC Penny Celebrates Re-Opening of the Downstairs 
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 Your vision and health should be important to you! It is important to us! 
That is why Montana Chamber Choices and Vision Service Plan (VSP) have teamed up 
to offer Chamber Choices customers and their dependents coverage of a comprehensive 
eye exam effective January 1, 2012. 

 Routine eye exams are important, regardless of your age or your physical health. During an eye exam, your 
eye doctor may be able to do more than just determine your prescription for eyeglasses or contact lenses.  He or she 
will also be able to check for common eye diseases as well as other signs relating to your overall health. Eye doctors 
are often the first healthcare professionals to determine many common chronic health conditions such as high blood 
pressure and diabetes.  Remember, vision screenings are different than comprehensive eye exams! Vision screenings 
are limited eye tests that help identify people who are at risk for vision problems. They are brief eye tests usually per-
formed by a school nurse, or other health care providers or volunteers. A comprehensive eye examination is per-
formed by an eye doctor and includes careful testing of all aspects of your vision. Only an optometrist or ophthalmolo-
gist can perform these exams. 

 A recent survey reported eye doctors frequently are the first health care providers to detect chronic systemic 
conditions. This early detection can save employers and employees money! Don’t waste any time and schedule your 
comprehensive eye exam today! 

 

St ress can be defined as any type of change that causes physical, emotional or psychological strain. There are 

different types of stress but all of them affect the body. Stress is a mind/body change that can, on one hand save our 
lives, on the other hand, fatigue the systems of the body to the point of malfunction and disease. A review of several 
hundreds of studies over the past few decades have shown that the stress arousal is implicated in 70 to 80 percent of 
physician visits and at least 50 percent of all illness in general. 

 Join us for a free 20 minute webinar ñStress and Your Healthò on Thursday December 15
th

 at noon. 

We’ll examine what stress does to your health and options to manage stress in your workplace and at home. 

For more information contact Kim Weisert/Montana Chamber Choices at (406)-442-2405 x105. 

  * * *Join us for this monthôs seminar Stress and Your Health * * * 

 

 The Chamber welcomes Small World Daycare owned by Connie Sturgis 
as a new member in November.  

Small World Daycare is licensed for 65 children who are newborn to 12 years of 
age. This work is done by a staff of 18 who are infant and toddler certified. Their 
hours are 6:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. weekdays and have both fulltime and part-time 
care available. Small World is located at 623 N. Central Avenue and Connie can 
be contacted by email, smworld@midrivers.com or by telephone: (406) 488-
7337. 

*** Thanks to new members the Chamber has exceeded the 260 goal this 

year! This is an all time high. Thank you members for your support! 

 A Little Vision Exam Can Go A Long Way!        

      Welcome Small World Daycare!  

Step 1-View Presentation 
Login to www.readytalk.com 
Enter Access Code 4414713 

Step 2-For Audio 
Dial from your telephone: 1-866-740-1260 

Enter Access Code: 4414713 

http://www.readytalk.com
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    Several Sidney Chamber members traveled to China October 17-26 as part of a òMontana Goes to China 

Touró sponsored by the Montana Chamber of Commerce. Included in the picture below is Marilyn Olson, 

Eric, Karen, Luke, & Lauren Beenken, Walt & Karen McNutt, Richard, Rhonda, & Connor Fink, Pat Hunke, 

Ken Moen, and Larry & Tami Christensen. The tour included stops in Beijing, Xiõan, Shanghai, and they visited 

several places including the Great Wall of China. 

 

 Tami Christensen Elected President of MT Chamber 

The Chamber also congratulates Tami Christensen of Sidney 

for being elected Chair of the Board of the Montana Cham-

ber of Commerce at their annual meeting in Billings on Octo-

ber 13. The Montana Chamber is 

òThe Advocate of Business in 

Montana and the driving force in 

promoting a favorable business 

            climate.  

Local Members Travel To China 

    Chamber Members Russ & Linda Wells and their employees hosted the December Business After Hours 

in the Betania Ristorante Italiano and Yellowstone Marketplace. Guests en-

joyed refreshments directly from the kitchen and sampled the wine and bever-

ages available.  

Winning the door prize was Karen Sivertson of 

Fulkerson 

Funeral Home. 

 

A Great Evening was held at the Yellowstone Marketplace! 

Christmas Stroll and Parade of Lights Start Holiday Season  

    Greg Miller and the Trade Promotion Committee gave Sidney a terrific start to the 

Holiday Season with the Christmas Stroll and Parade of Lights on November 25th. From 

the time Santa cruised Central Avenue on the fire truck till the last 

candy cane was given out at Reese and Rayõs IGA, visitors always had an 

event to attend. Tying for first place in the Soup Contest at Restorx 

was Katy Daly with White Chicken Chili and Ethel Schultz made Nefla. In 

the parade Best use of Theme was received by Anchor Drilling Fluids, 

Brightest Lights was the USDA office, and Most Creative/Judges Choice 

went to Peggy Ann Strupp. The Committee  

appreciates and thanks all the individuals and groups that had a part in 

organizing this day. 

Katy Daly 



Trail for Treats 

Happy  

Holiday Season !  

Best Wishes  

From the Staff and  

Board of Directors  

of the  

Sidney Area  
Chamber of  

Commerce  

& Agriculture  
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The winners of the Chamber’s  
Costume Contest were: (from 
left) Zoe Roberts (best 
award), Kaylyin Gonsalues 
(scariest), Nevaen Harris 
(“awe”), Tristen Lamb 
(funniest) and Payten Syth )
most original.  Congratula-
tions to all participants and 
trick-o-treaters!!! We had 120 
kids taking part in this fun & 

sweets filled day.  
Sidney’s businesses also 
took part in a Costume 
Contest.  
ElectricLand earned first 
for the most spooky in the 
Chamber’s contest. Seitz 
Insurance won for the 
most original. Reese & 
Ray’s IGA came in second 
for most spooky. 1st Bank 
dressed up as well!   

Thank you all of you 
for being creative, 

brave and wonderful! 

ALSO³³.. 

Some other memories of 2011é 
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Corporate Members: 

1st Bank 

Hi-Line Trucking 

Lower Yellowstone REA 

Mitchellõs Oil Field Service 

Richland Federal Credit Union 

Seitz Insurance 

Sidney Sugars 

Stockman Bank 

Wells Fargo Bank 

 

Weõre on the web! 

www.sidneymt.com 

 

Business After Hours  

What does my investment in the Chamber get me? Your investment  helps the Chamber to be sure that 

there is individual incentive, initiative and freedom, and to be sure that the political, social, or economic 

needs of the people within the community are met. 


